
Covington Urban Forestry Board  
MINUTES ​approved October 24, 2019 

September 26, 2019   6:30 pm  
Kenton County Public Library - Covington Branch 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Members: John Mieling, Rob Farrell, Stan Nassano, Crystal Courtney, Dave Custer, Jessica Spencer, 
Sue Puffenburger, Jane Bresser 
City Representatives: Jason Roberts,  Cassandra Homan 
 
APPROVALS​: 

Agenda of September 26, 2019 
To Accept: Jessica 2nd: Rob All in favor 

Minutes of August 22,  2019 meeting as posted on the CUFB Drive  
To Accept:  Rob 2nd Sue All in favor 

 
NEW BUSINESS​: 
 

Secretary Appointment - position still vacant but Jessica will do as interim 
 

City View (Western Ave) Mitigation Progress - It was noticed in August that all lots were cleared when they 
were supposed to only clear lots individually as sold, and the clearing was extended too far. Additionally the 
clearing was only to include up to 8” scrub like honeysuckle in order to improve for sale. There is already a 
conversation with the legal department of the city who has asked Urban Forestry for a timeline and documents 
relating to the matter. Then a meeting will be requested with all parties involved.  

 
OLD BUSINESS​:   
 

Fall Planting  - October 26, 2019  (Make-A-Difference Day)  Dan Hassert reached out for more information 
about the event in order to publicize it. Cassandra is providing him details and will come to the next meeting 
with waivers for the event. 
 

1. Latonia - 15 trees along Decoursey (Rob will lead) - Cassandra has the recommended locations 
2. Peaselburg - 15 trees in the heat island (Jessica will lead) - Cassandra has the recommended locations 
3. Eastside - 15 trees along 15th street from Greenup to Eastern Ave. (Cassandra will lead) - Cassandra 

didn’t receive locations but Crystal will resend hers. 
4. Wallace Woods - 15 trees (Jane Auge or Jane Bresser could lead) - Jane B. and Neal Blunt (who applied 

for a grant through the city) and Stan walked streets together and determined that no trees can be 
planted on Catalpa Street. They’re also applying for a grant which could just go towards purchasing 
additional trees. Possibly plant around Holmes and Rob will reach out through his contacts at the 
school to revisit that option. Crystal walked all sites with Ken Maston, the facility person at the high 
school in 2015 and found tree planting sites at other schools.  



5. Mainstrasse - 10 -15 trees (William to lead) the city will plant trees along Mainstrasse promenade, while 
William focuses efforts elsewhere 

 
The Pointe Arc (W. Pike & Washington) - Steve asked for the minutes of the UDRB from Chris Meyer, which 
he is waiting on. 
 

         Discussion of Next Steps  
Misc  

Stan announced that he was not reappointed to the board and there were lots of hoops to jump 
through but it would be best if he stepped off the board anyway. An interview with the mayor was requested 
along with a letter of interest, resume and background check. Not sure if the new procedure is on the website 
or if it’s official yet.  

David Johnson asked about the forestry board because he hasn’t been getting minutes. Need to find 
out who the minutes need to go to now and send them the last few months.  

Road ID approved the use of their mitigation funds to plant on private property if program for 
homeowners in South Covington is created. It would be about $2,200 or 16 trees which Gus offered to deliver 
if ordered from him. Cassandra mentioned the guidelines would need to be publicized with the 
announcement so folks know to call 811 etc. 

A few updates on zoning: the newest edition of Council of Tree & Landscape Appraisals is used as a 
benchmark for ordinances and appraising etc. 

Park Pointe fine was $100 for every diameter inch and only 80% was actually recovered/agreed upon of 
the total $57,000. Update on process for approval. There is a 22-day limit for soil disturbance in the mitigation 
agreement, once the build out is finished. They have had longer than the 22-day limit; although they are now 
working again so it is a moot point.  

Mainstrasse is losing London plane trees due to fungus (​biscognia uxia​) which thrives in drought 
conditions where roots compacted. So best thing to do is get the irrigation running again and keep the dirt 
from the installation of light boxes off the trunks of the trees. Light boxes were paid for by the owner of 
Piper’s 

Duke made a bunch of changes to the permit, sent it to the city who said no and sent it back. 
Honeylocust on Lee Street update. Cassandra is working with legal to continue gathering information 

by talking with the neighbor etc. 
Trees in our Community Dinner is put on by the Northern Kentucky Urban and Community 

Forestry Council. Coming up in a few weeks and they are accepting nominations for awards. Consider 
submitting Covington for an award. 

Duane Pohlman with Channel 12 recently did a piece on 20 dead trees. 
Adjourn  ​Motion to Adjourn made by Jessica and seconded by Crystal, all in favor. 

 
NEXT MEETING:  ​October 24, 2019  ​KCPL-Covington Meeting Rm 2 (lower level) 
 


