
House 
Stories

Researching Your 
Historic Home



Putting the pieces together

•
 

Resources
•

 
Process of Researching

•
 

Stumbling Blocks
•

 
Tour of Library and Record 
Room



Resources: Sanborn Maps and Atlas
•

 

Locating where the building is
• Depicts building footprints
•

 

Indicates changes in street names 
or addresses

•

 

Indicates building features / uses 
(porches, height in stories, 
exterior materials, etc)

•

 

Help us see any alterations that 
take place over time

•

 

Start with most current map

Atlas: 1877 
Sanborn: 1886, 1894, 1909, 1949, 

1954 



Resources: Sanborn Maps and Atlas
Steps:
•

 

Select the first cover page / key map for each set of maps
•

 

Find your street and block
•

 

Note the map number
•

 

Then flip to the identified detail map / sheet that depicts your street and block
•

 

Find your targeted house on current map
•

 

Compare current map to Sanborn Map, then find your targeted house on 
Sanborn Map

•

 

Note floor plan, number of stories, porch type, any indicated exterior cladding 
materials and / or construction methodology. Also, note any address differences 
/changes or if house does not show up on Sanborn Map

Find all the maps at the Kenton County Public Library Web page-

 

Under the 
Genealogy KY History Section-

 

Sanborns
1939 Sanborn maps at Library and in City Hall in the Preservation Archives 4th

 
Floor

http://www.kentonlibrary.org/


Process: 1877 Sanborn



Process: 1877 Sanborn





Resources: Sanborn Map

Cover Sheet / Key
Map depicts portions
of the city covered

Numbers on Cover
Sheet / Key Map
indicate specific detail
map / sheets



Resources: Sanborn Map

Detail map / sheet number 30, 
showing building footprint, number 
of stories & street address

D = dwelling
F= Flat

Dashed line on front or rear 
property = porch
Dashed line on inside of building= 
Mansard Roof

Pink  = Brick
Yellow= Frame
Blue= Concrete block



Resources: Sanborn Map



Process: 1954 Sanborn



Process: 1946 Sanborn

Outbuilding
Address # Change



Process: 1909 Sanborn



Process: 1894 Sanborn
Extra alley way



Process: 1886 Sanborn



Resources: 1877 Atlas



Resources: 1877 Atlas



Resources: Plat Books 

Located in City Hall-

 
4th

 

Floor Historic 
Preservation Archives

Tell Lot numbers and 
lot sizes



Resources: Deeds

•Tracing the chain of title/ chain of 
ownership

•Who owned the house?
•How much it was bought for?
•What was the size?
•Was there a mortgage?
•How it was transferred?

•PVA Website http://kcor.org
•At the Kenton County Building-

 

1st

 

Floor 
up till 1850
•1840 to mid 1850 in Independence 
Courthouse
•Before 1840 in Alexandria Courthouse



Process: DeedsKcor.org



Process: Deeds



PROCESS: Deeds



PROCESS: Deeds

Press the search with 
the mouse pointer! 



PROCESS: Deeds



PROCESS: Deeds



Process: Deeds



Process: Deeds



Process: Deeds

230 ft

190 ft



Stumbling Blocks: Deeds

•Indexes
–

 
Useful in finding deed that was not referenced



Resources: Wills and Mortgages 

•
 

These will be helpful in finding missing 
information
•Should be used after Deed research is completed or 
to help find the next step in the chain

Located at the Kenton County Building-
 

Records 
Room 1st

 
Floor



Resources: Wills and Mortgages 



Resources: City Directories
• Helps us determine who lived in our house over time
• Predecessor to telephone directory
• 1834; 1839-40; 1856 to Present
• Provides the means to find the names, address, occupation, race, etc. for 

Covington residents
• Look up the last name of residents from the Deed research
• 1890-1891 Cross Reference
• After 1930 divided into two sections: Sect 1 lists all names of residents, last 

name first and in alphabetical order, their address, and occupation; Section 2 
lists all streets within the city of Covington, all address on each street, and the 
name of all adult residents within each house

• Step 1 = Find street address of targeted domicile and corresponding 
resident’s name in Section 2 of directory

• Step 2 = Look up resident’s name and note their occupation in Section 1 of 
directory

• Please note that because street names and addresses may change over time, 
City Directory research should be done after the targeted house is located on 
Sanborn Maps



Process: City Directories



Resources: 

Kenton County Public Library
•

 
Newspaper Index
–

 
Search by Address and by names

•
 

Faces and Places
•

 
National Register District Nominations

•
 

Tax Records
•

 
Census Records

•
 

Style Guides



Resources: 

City of Covington Preservation Archives
•

 
Plat Books
–

 
Helps with size of property

•
 

Assessment Files
–

 
Helps trace owners, improvements

•
 

National Register District Nominations
•

 
Individual Property files

•
 

Historic Plaque Research files 
•

 
Style Guides



Resources: Assessment files 



Resources: Assessment files 



Questions?????
 

Lets go explore the old files!!!
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