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Have you even wanted to know when your house was built? Who lived in the house and what did they do? How did my house/neighborhood change over time? 


PUtting the pieces togetner

* Resources
* Process of Researching
* Stumbling Blocks

* Tour of Library and Record
Room




Resources: Sanborn Maps and Atlas

* Locating where the building is

* Depicts building footprints

* Indicates changes in street names
or addresses

* Indicates building features / uses
(porches, height in stories,
exterior materials, etc)

* Help us see any alterations that
take place over time

* Start with most current map

Atlas: 1877

Sanborn: 1886, 1894, 1909, 1949,
1954
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Presentation Notes
Sanborn Maps were originally created for assessing fire insurance liability in urbanized areas in the United States. The maps include detailed information regarding town and building information in approximately 12,000 U.S. towns and cities from 1867 to 1970. 


Resources: Sanborn Maps and Atlas

Steps:

* Select the first cover page / key map for each set of maps

* Find your street and block

* Note the map number

* Then flip to the identified detail map / sheet that depicts your street and block
* Find your targeted house on current map

* Compare current map to Sanborn Map, then find your targeted house on
Sanborn Map

* Note floor plan, number of stories, porch type, any indicated exterior cladding
materials and / or construction methodology. Also, note any address differences
/changes or if house does not show up on Sanborn Map

Find all the maps at the Kenton County Public Library Web page- Under the
Genealogy KY History Section- Sanborns

1939 Sanborn maps at Library and in City Hall in the Preservation Archives 4
Floor
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Sanborn Maps

http://www.kentonlibrary.org/

S¥enton County Public Library - Windows Internet Explorer, |:”E”El

=y~ |@ htkp: Sy kenton, lib, ky usf V| || % |Kentu:un County Public Library | =

© File Edit “iew Fawvorites Tools  Help
: Links

-"] Search '"@ = I:?' @ gl - T ﬂi‘ Biookrarks ":}Check = ﬁﬁ_].ﬂ.utoFill A é, @ Kentan @Cnunty » % 2 . bethfi~
'ﬂf "{Qi' I@ Kenton County Public Library l_‘ @ v Eﬂ [;é.; - Iﬁ‘Page - -Q} Tools - =

Goc glf ‘ Kenton County Public Library b

L

Community _ nesearch &

Outreach -— Homework New Material

Welcome to the Kenton County Public Library
How to Research Your Old House

Friday, August 21, 2009

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Location: Covington

This two-part program helps attendees learn the
histary of their older Covington house. The program
begins at 1pm at the Library where we will show the
ways to find owners, photos, and stories of older
houses. Next, we will walk to the Kenton County
Courthouse to research deeds and other historical
records. The program is part of the Covington House
and Home series this summer. Register Onling

ShareThis

Show Your Library Card and Save Cash

September 1-30, 2009
Receive valuable discounts from over 100 participating
businesses when yvou show them your library card!

View the Flyer or Pick up a copy of the brochure at any '
MARY ANN MONGAN MKY library location or at participating retailers.

LIBRARY
COVINGTON

S0z SCOTT BLVD
COVINGTON, KY 41011
(B59] 962-4060
MON-THURS 9:00-3:00
FRI 9:00-6:00

SAT 10:00-5:00

Done & Internet HA00% -

September is National Library Card Month.

Get your library card with a valid picture ID and current
address, or a picture ID with proof of current address
{such as a bill stub or bank check).

b

2 start : ; inE L. . 5 . & E O SIE =548
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Xepion County Public Library -- Genealogy - Windows Internet Explorer,

- |® kb e kentonlibrary . orgjgenealogy/inde:x. cfm

V| || % |Kenton County Public Library | 2|

File Edit View Favorites  Tools
nks

Gok-gle ‘ Kenton County Public Library “ 'g.' Search '0@ - E?' 6 @] - mr 'i:} Bookmarks * "l?check - E.ﬂ.utnFill A & @Kenton @County g % - .bethFj'
r alp [@ Kentan County Public Library -- Genealogy ] ‘ @ - B % - |5k Page - .@ Tools -
g Y
About Us ® | IBRARY CARD REQUIRED
Contact Us CCESS ONLY INSIDE THE LIERARY
Covington Book Project FREE DATABASES
Donate Items
Encyclopedia of Northern KY El~rmerican Slave Narratives
> How to Begin "Seancestry Library Edition
Interlibrary Loan ® Cincinnati/KY Enguirer
Site Search Kenton County Ellcincinnati Memory Project
Demographics/Geographics Ellcincinnati Newspaper Index
> Kentucky African American EllFaces and Places
Encyclopedia Project MKy Photographic Archives
Kentucky History Desk EllFamilysearch.org
Links - Delicious Footnote
MARY ANN MONGAN Photo REPrOdUCtiOU _Form EllgenNKY (Northern KY Genealogy Index)
LIBERARY REqUESt Fees & PO“FIES ﬂHeritagEQuest (alternate home zccess)
gg:é%‘g?rﬂgwn Request Information Elnewsbank
d couincTon, kv 41011 Research Guides Elnorthern Kentucky  Newspaper Index
(853) 962-4080
MON-THURS 5:00-3:00
FRI 3:00-6:00 . ad Iﬂ wa Shreer ®5anborn Maps
SAT 10:00-5:00 T : ooy
SUN 1:00-5:00
: : FBI Try our Genealogy MegaSearch:
ERLANGER BRANCH
Search Newspapers
401 KENTON LANDS RD
ERLANGER. K 41018 | |Genea|ugy Resources V" Search ] B
(859) 962-4000
MON-FRI 9:00-9:00
SAT 10:00-6:00
SUM 1:00-3:00 Special Collections Microfilm Resources
WILLIAM E. DURR ERANCH - i L
1892 WALTON-NICHOLSON RD Digital Library Associations
Emma Lee Orr Atlases & Maps
(os) sezanzo | oot Family Files Index Biographies & Personal Papers
MON-FRI 9:00-9:00 Local History Files Business Records
SAT 10:00-5:00
SUN 1100-5.00 ) _ Cemetery Records
Regional History Census
Biographies Church Records Catholic
Farnmaamitu Uickaems Church Records Protestant s

& €D Internet F00% <
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m}: - |g, http: ffsanborn,umi. com/fogi-bin/auth, coitcommand=Access OKRCCSI=2933n V| || % |Kentu:un County Public Library | =

© File Edit “iew Fawvorites Tools  Help
: Links

Goc SI«E‘ Kenton County Public Library w -:"] Search '0@ = Ei' @ gl = =i ﬂi‘ Biookrarks "l?check = ﬂnutoFill M é, @ Kentan @Cnunty » % 2 . bethfi~
'ﬂf "ﬁ’ I@http:,l'll'sanbnrn.urni.cnmp’cgi-bim’auth.cgi?cnmmand=.¢\... l_‘ @ - Eﬂ [;é.; - IﬂvPage - Q Taoaols «

BROWSE MAPS Digital Sanborn Maps 1867-1970

BROWSE ihe MAPS by selecting options:
SELECT STATE:

SELECT CITY: Caovington[Kenton Co.] v

SELECT DATE: Selecta date b

Select a date

Feb. 1836
Database and software copyright (o) 2001- May 1854
A n Maps are hel| 1906 or its affiliates
1909
1909-Juby 1945 =
Mew and Additional Sheets
1909-1954

R

Done & Internet HA00% -

5 & &) &) g



Resources: Sanborn Map

Cover Sheet / Key
Map depicts portions
of the city covered

Numbers on Cover
Sheet / Key Map
indicate specific detail
map / sheets

-
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Resources: Sanborn Map

Detail map / sheet number 30,
showing building footprint, number
of stories & street address

D = dwelling
F= Flat

1026 1074 1027
027 1920 " 118

Dashed line on front or rear
property = porch

vzq
W

RUSSELL

&

Dashed line on inside of building=
Mansard Roof

Pink = Brick
Yellow= Frame
Blue= Concrete block
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Resources: Sanborn Map

fire proof construction
(OR FIRE RESISTIVE CONST)

ADOBE Adobe buildin ng

HEIGHT OF BUILDING |N
FEET Fomanouna | Sfong bun‘dmé Lee- ¥ Windows with wwrer{*lﬁa

TO ROOF LINE

Concrete, lime ie Windows with iron DrTm clad 5
cement bric : W o
(c.8) Hollow concrete o o ‘ : indow Upcmws erlh 0
B 4
| fconc) E 3

e Tilebuilding

1 .d .
m Brick building with frame cornice

COMPOSITION ROOF
LDI'IDEU BY FHAME F‘ADTV"I\‘!N) " -
m Brick veneered building EEE% Concrete block

BRICK |47 » andframe bullrﬂnu TEST Tile enclosed elevator wi

m Frame building,b \med [BEYBrick enclosed gle
_[-' FLAT ,S=5TORE « tal clad

= owEL Frame burld'nv
A8 auraw iz Iran buildine 5 ;u’;glbﬂer

r‘ LoFT Tenant buildine m.cunwd by

various manufactur 9 0r occL upancies

Frame buwrr‘mo covered with asbesto ertical Pipeitn

Automatic fire alarm

Brick building with brick or metal cornie Independent electric

Fire wall 6 inches abov . Automatic sprinklers
2 -« e @ Ak :
Automatic sprinklers

} 3617 3 o
AWTRCRTS AV g (NOTE UNDER SYMBOL INDICAT
Z fisures P 12.16 indicate thickness 137 anLY

“of wallin nches. oy
Wall withgul opening and size ininches @ Not sprinklered.

Wall with apenings anfloors as desiénaled. w Outside vertical pipe

Openiné with singleiron or fin cl on fire e pE + Fire engi
as shown

Fire.p

. c’“"“'E hydram( UFuPF
der p nu
ﬁﬁ. Double 36 referstot rrespong

pEl?_e of previaus edilian

) igh Pressure Fir
F|re alarmbox of the' Hmh r‘r{, re Fire Ser

ssurefire S

anstruction of C.B and brick 2 h‘airrmp -and sizeininch

ith one wall of salid brick.
e n.d[‘ nstruction of C.B and brick
"‘“m'---cm vith ane wall faced with 4" brigk 1 House numhprs snown nearest 1o b

[ fCB official or 3'_';._-1”\yfuluﬂ"‘m
s brick fl O\dhjusenummrs shio

RIATE) Water pipes of private suppl y
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Process: 1954 Sanborn

RUSSELL
el | ow
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Process: 1894 Sanborn
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Process: 1886 Sanborn
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Resources: 18// Atlas
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Resources: Plat Books

Located in City Hall-
4th Floor Historic
Preservation Archives
Tell Lot numbers and
lot sizes ) o
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Resources: Deeds

* Tracing the chain of title/ chain of
ownership —

Group Number: Plat Number:
Bk/Pg:
Date

e Who owned the house? i —

Recorded: Grantor:

* How much it was bought for? e

Amount of Clerk’s Grantee:

e What was the size? Soomps:

* Was there a mortgage?
e How it was transferred? R

Amount of Clerk’s Grantee:

Stamps:

*PVA Website http:/ /kcor.org T

Date

* At the Kenton County Building- 1% Floor o

Date

u till 1 85 O Recorded: Grantor:
p Cost: __
Amount of Clerk's Grantee:

1840 to mid 1850 in Independence e
Courthouse

e Before 1840 in Alexandria Courthouse
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Deed is a document, singed, sealed and delivered byt the grantor to the grantee. It is a legal writing by which the title to real property is conveyed from one person to another. 
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You must sign in to do public document searches.
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Look up on the PVA and find owners and the book and page
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Look up on the PVA and find owners and the book and page
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AVIS code : 0001 - Care of:
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Tax Year -
Land Value H COVINGTON KEY 41011-3065
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Total Assessment: 112,500 1]
Egemption a Property Location
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oLy 02
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Process: Deeds o bt

Property Address: |92 'p\\ST;‘J‘.‘EﬂA\ ;é: _
Group Number: Q| QE b Plat Number:

kal‘g:qlg /-55_’ Legal Description: _ 2. :) x W4,74
Date ON Lo bg@ b
Written: Epa=mll Al He Adond

Date

1 —
Recm‘ded:g o Gl'antnr:JCg&%QMT—__
Cost: ﬂ! )I; (50

Amount of Clerk’s Grantee: | g!}_\g_-.,]g Q@

Stamps:

Bmg:mql,cga] Description: D00

Date
Whritten: W34 198
Date

Recorded: \ I (:rantor
Cost: T | (S80S oyec.. oi‘ an, o EE:P_@;Q&@D

Amount of Clerk’s Gr: anlec

Stamps:

¥ 5 leenod, S Dor ﬁUE Creng cfedd EY Y JETETAVRSTISCN
e ) tﬁ‘a
kaPg:'?qg Legal Description:

Date

Written: 4]10] 1949

Date

Rccorded:q %'!' ! Grantor: ﬂf T +rhawe % Rowel~

Costs ﬁ’ll'bb' I.‘*L %u&‘)‘\\ L'J\ Il\\cﬁ Eggg: t: OO :Q “ndie Bﬁ;;ch +-
Amount of Clerk’s Grantee: {afm@j e km o \'\W b%m,\m%

Slﬂmps? .40

L o= - M~
ol N | 20 - Nocedors waill
Moot 1] 953~ besdon, oA
NS = Vo) e ‘f)(an% Cheose_ Comn. Ci e OH
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Go to the Kenton County Record room and you will find the book on the wall and flip to the page


Process: Deeds

ey, 832 mee 0% n — e
nofs All Men By These Presents:- | CLERK'S OFFICE

SHORT ﬁp FORM

That LEONARD HENDERSON, as the Executor of the Estate of George Henderson

for and in consideration of ELEVEN THOUSAND ($11,000.00) DOLLARS . toxBHR paid by the
granteesc hereln, the receipt of which is scknowledged, do bargaln, sell, and convay to: e e

GEORGE OFFUTT, SR., hisg

heirs and assigna forever, the following deseribed Real Estate, in the City of Covington . 3
) 2605 .

County of Kenton and Commouweslth of Kentucky, to-wit: Group No.

Present Street Address 1022 Ruyssell Street, Covington, Ry. ° — Plat No. ____

Maili Add . 1027 T s aTete 71 ACl Ly H 2 ) '

Situate, lying and being in the city of Covington, Kenton County, Kentucky,
beginning at a point on the east line of Russell Avenue, Forty (40) feet,
eleven (11) inches south of the southeast corner of Robbins and Russell
Avenue, said ovoint being immediately opvosite the center of a partition
wall between house No. 1020 and 1022 Russell Avenue, thence eastwardly at
right angles and parallei to Robbins Avenue,. through the center of said
partition wall one hundred and fourteen and 75/100 {114.75) feet to the
center of a five foot private alley, which is for the use of abutting
property; thence southwardly and parallel to Russell Ave., twenty {20)

—|—feet_three and one-half (3 1/2) inches more or less to a point opposite

the center of m&mmwmiﬂeﬁwaen—hwsgiﬂo- 1022 and 1024 Russell
Ave., thence westwardly and parallel with Robbins Avéﬂﬁé‘ﬁﬁa‘fhrcuqh-the—m~m»
center of said partition wall one hundred and fourteen and 75/200 (114.75)
feet to the east line of Russell Avenue, thence northwardly with the east
line of Russell Rvenue, twenty (20) feet three and one-half (3 X/2) inches

to the place of beginning. ;

Soiuy Lhe same property conveyed to George Henderson and Eleanora W. .
Hendersen with survivorship, by deed dated September 27, 1949, and recorded
in Deed Book 378, Page 478, Said Eleanora W. Henderson departed this life
during June, 1Y96B and by virtue of the survivorship provision in the afore-
mentioned deed, title vested in George Henderson. George Henderson departed
this life on the 16th davy of May, 1981, and Leonard Henderson was duly
appointed the Executor of his estate on-May 27, 1981, By the terms of )
George Henderson's Tast Will and Testament, the Executor is given the power
to sell the subject property. Said will is recorded in Will Book 217,

Page 652.. All references are to the records of the Kentea=Souniy=0lerk

at Covington, Kentucky. -


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Go over the parts of the deed

Grantor is the person selling the property
Grantee- receiving the property
Note the date written
Date recoded
Legal description, important especially if parcels are being subdivided
Sale price

Language can sometimes be difficult- use resources such as House Histories 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Go over the parts of the deed

Grantor is the person selling the property
Grantee- receiveing the property
Note the date written
Date recoded
Legal description, important especially if parcels are being subdivided
Sale price

Language can sometimes be difficult- use resources such as House Histories 



Stumbling Blocks: Deeds

e Indexes

— Useful in finding deed that was not referenced
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Indexes help to find that missing information for Deeds



Resources: Wills and Mortgages

* These will be helpful in finding missing
information

*Should be used after Deed research is completed or
to help find the next step in the chain

Located at the Kenton County Building- Records
Room 1%t Floor


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wills- often referenced in a deed. Look up to help follow the chain to title. Sometimes it will reveal things about the individual…such as important belongings, other property owned, number of children, spouse etc. 
Mortgages- always recorded in a timely fashion whereas deeds sometimes were not recoded until property transferred out of the family. These also will tell the existence a house if you can not find a clear date…especially if parcels were broken up
	With Mortgages will want to have Deed research and then look up names of grantees associated with deeds in the same year a deed is recorded

Look up grantees in the index



Resources: Wills and Mortgages

: ]
S [
o e Lagt THi -
. Th il anq Westament
" OF '
JACOB RAUCH
Of COVINGTON, KENTUCKY STATE OF KENTUCKY
 the ,ﬁa:xm: of the Weneholent Father of A : COUNTY OF KENTON
1, the said : _ JACOE RATCH being of sound

d disposing mind and memory, considering the uncertainty of continuance in life, and ] Afgiant Jesob Hauoh belng awom says that be i

iring to make such disposition of my worldly estate as I deem best, do make, publish |
4 declare, this to be my last will and testament;| hereby revoking and annulling any
4 all former will or wills whatsoever by me made. I

Fwst: I desire all iy just debts and funeral expenses to be paid, as soon as possible
er my decease

the seme person 0 whom together with his wife, Mery Rauch, thelr

wes conveyed by Heyer Berman a& lot fronting 20 feet &% inches on

THE East side of Russell Street 40 feet 11 inches seuth of Robbins

|
Street by 114,75 feet deep in Govington, Kentucky, whieh deed was

made to Jacob and Mary Rauch for their joint 1lives with the remasinder

Seconp: I give, devise and bequeath my real estate, located. at 1022 Russell D
Deed Book 180,

<leet, Covi ngten, Kenten County, Ke"xtu.cky, all the household furnishings in this
se, all my war bonds and money in the bank, to be divided, share and share alike,

ween my five (5) children; William Edgar Rau:h Sadie Thunning, Foster Rauch,
ry Reuch and John Irwin Rauc'x

Saeeb Rauch

t0 the survivor of them his or ‘her heirs and assigns.
|
Page 630 November _., 1920, and that said Mary Reueh disd Februery 26,

1951 at Covingten, Kentucky, and was burried in the Spring Grove

Cemetery at Gincinnaﬁi, Ohie, %the undertaker being Allison & Hese,

Coving ton, Eentuoky.

JACOB RAUCH

i .
Subscribed dnd sworn to before me by Jacob Rauch

this 26th day of January, 1931.‘ |

SAM TURSTE, Olerk

{(sear)}} B. Bussman, D. (l}.'


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wills- often referenced in a deed. Look up to help follow the chain to title. Sometimes it will reveal things about the individual…such as important belongings, other property owned, number of children, spouse etc. 
Mortgages- always recorded in a timely fashion whereas deeds sometimes were not recoded until property transferred out of the family. These also will tell the existence a house if you can not find a clear date…especially if parcels were broken up
	With Mortgages will want to have Deed research and then look up names of grantees associated with deeds in the same year a deed is recorded



Resources: City Directories

* Helps us determine who lived in our house over time
* Predecessor to telephone directory
» 1834; 1839-40; 1856 to Present

* Provides the means to find the names, address, occupation, race, etc. for
Covington residents

* Look up the last name of residents from the Deed research
» 1890-1891 Cross Reference

» After 1930 divided into two sections: Sect 1 lists all names of residents, last
name first and in alphabetical order, their address, and occupation; Section 2
lists all streets within the city of Covington, all address on each street, and the
name of all adult residents within each house

» Step 1 = Find street address of targeted domicile and corresponding
resident’s name in Section 2 of directory

» Step 2 = Look up resident’s name and note their occupation in Section 1 of
directory

» Please note that because street names and addresses may change over time,
City Directory research should be done after the targeted house is located on
Sanborn Maps



Process: City Directories
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Resources:

Kenton County Public Library

* Newspaper Index
- Search by Address and by names

e Faces and Places

* National Register District Nominations
e Tax Records

e Census Records

e Style Guides



Resources:

City of Covington Preservation Archives

* Plat Books
— Helps with size of property

e Assessment Files

— Helps trace owners, improvements

* National Register District Nominations

e Individual
e Historic P

| Property files
aque Research files

e Style Guid

es




Resources: Assessment files

Hendzrson, George & blzanora (FILE__ ___ _ ——eee -BOOK__ PLAT ___ _ - _PARCEL___ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ |
1022 Russell St 4-6-26 TRANSFER OF OWNER ISHEET NO._ — or__
Covington, Ky. Offutt, George Sr.  (11,000.) 832-84  pare 11-24-82
Un Lot Bap lst 4-6-26 Wagner, Curtis R. (13,500) 912-337 DATE 2/28/86
20 1/3x114.75 ft ES Russell oare
41 ft S Robbins _ —
1022 Russell Ave -5 DATE
DATE
CUT-UPS OFF TO PAR. Group 2605 VALUATIONS AND CHANGES
DATE OUT OF PAR. ! YEAR \ 7 /9% 6 !
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION LAND s g2 t
Tl
ASK. RENT DATE : BUILDING 400 5 _
RENT RECD DATE TOTAL ,\ -2 B A é’(gc )
SALE PR. DATE CHANGES b ad BT
MORTGAGE DATE DOCUMENT
COST. DATE
[ONIT MAP REFER 5
S anwam o ORETEE OF LAND SERVICES AND LAND IMPROVEMENTS
! ’ | 1 DIRT ST. WIDTH OF ST. FT.| SEWER ELECTRIC
] 1 i N GRAVEL ST. CURB & GUTTER WATER STREET LIGHTS
| 11 I ‘N1 | HARD SURFACE ST. SIDEWALK GAS TELEPHONE

! i ' — B = ALLEY INFLUENCE

DEPTH UniT_____FT. LAND COMPUTAT]ON . SIDE FY.IRE-\R %

' . 1 FEET DEPTH | GRADE |TriancLE |SPECIAL|SQ. FT.OR
; 1 o [ FRoNTm:—:i % p . |?\Ep‘% ACRES UNIT TOTAL VALUE
! ] Fe nrj:t—‘l'&Q’:‘Téfﬁfﬁ‘i—FTrE' $5007
= i

TOTAL LAND VALUE




Resources: Assessment f
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RESIDENCE CARD FORM




L ets go explore the old files!!!
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