COMMISSIONERS’ ORDINANCE NO. ! -1 9

AN ORDINANCE REF™ *LING AND REENACTING COVINGTON CODE
OF ORDINANCES SECTION 132.09 ESTABLISHING AN UPDATED
PANHANDLING, BEGGING AND SOLICITATION ORDINANCE AND
AMENDING SECTION 132.99 REGARDING RELATED PEN/ ™ TIES.

* * * *

WHEREAS,; the City of Covington Board of Commissioners have identified a need
for revising and amending the City’s panhandling ordinance, particularly in response to
a recent increase in complaints from members of the public about certain panhandling
activities in the City; and

WHEREAS, upon identification of the need, City staff researched potential
solutions to: 1) comply with a recent Kentucky Supreme Court decision; ii) continue to
recognize and protect all citizens’ constitutional rights; iii) ensure public safety; and iv)
ensure proper traffic flow; and

WHEREAS, the revised and amended panhandling ordinance will strengthen the
City’s compliance with Federal and State laws, and will establish a new policy
concerning panhandling; and

WHEREAS, the revised and amended panhandling ordinance will further protect
the compelling interests of the City and its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the City Manager recommends that the Board of Commissioners
adopt the proposed revised and amended panhandling ordinance.

NOW THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY
OF COVINGTON, KENTON COUNTY, KENTUCKY:

Section 1

Section 132.09 of the Covington Code of Ordinances is repealed in entirety and
replaced as follows:

R112.09 DITDY 1N DARTITARNTINTY YNG, BEGGING MNIT A D"TABY ) 4ND
ION REGULATED.

(A) Definitions.

As used in this Subchapter:

“Aggressive Panhandling, Begging, Charitable and Political Solicitation”
shall include the following forms of conduct:
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72 P-gsive pan*~dling, ~gging, charita™'" and political solicitation is

prohibited in _areas defined as areas with heightened personal security
concerns, areas with heightened pers—-—-' privacy c¢~—cerns ~-_areas
with heightened public safety concerns. For the purposes of this
subsection, passive panhandling, begging, charitable and political
solicitation specifically includes an attempt by a pedestrian to enter into
an _area with heightened public safety concerns in order to exchange or
attempt to exchange any item with the occupant of a motor vehicle while
the vehicle is located in areas with heightened public safety concerns as
defined above and any solicitation is prohibited by both the solicitor and
the occupar* >f the motor vehicle. Passive panhandling, begging,
charitable anda political solicitation is allowed on areas of sidewalks not
otherwise prohibited by this Section, but no such solicitation may include
any attempts to solicit in areas with heightened public safety concerns.

Section 2

Section 132.99 of the Covington Code of Ordinances is amended to read as
follows:

§ 132.99 PENALTY.

(A) Any person convicted of violating the provisions of § 132.08 shall be deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine of not more than $250 or imprisonment
for a period not to exceed 30 days, or both, for the first day's violation. Each day's
continued violation shall constitute a separate offense.

(B) Failure to pay the charges imposed by § 132.10 shall constitute a violation of this
chapter and any person who violates this chapter shall be found guilty of a violation and
shall be fined not less than $25 nor more than $100.

(C) Any violation of § 132.111 or § 132.112 shall be deemed to be a misdemeanor, and
upon conviction, shall be subject to a penalty of not more than $250 and/or
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 9o days.

(D) Any person convicted of violating § 132.12 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall be subject to a fine of not more than $500 or imprisonment for a period not to
exceed six months, or both.

(E) (1) Violation by a minor of the provisions of § 132.13 shall constitute a criminal
violation, and the minor shall be subject to a fine of not more than $250.

(2) Any parent or guardian violating § 132.13 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall be subject to a fine of not more than $500 or imprisonment for a period not to
exceed six months, or both.
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«, Any person violating , 132.14 shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 1d shall be
subject to a fine of $250 or imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 9o days.

evea%s«] Anu person who vlolates § 132. 09 shall be qulltu of a vlolatlon and

upon conviction shall be punished by a fine not to exceed two-hundred and
i dollars ($250). Each day of such violation shall co~~**ute a separate
o~~~ ~Tg ~14+=9ynal notice other *~n notice of *»~ ~ginal offense
shall be rec-~ed to convict a person for violations resulting from a

conti~-~+on of such offense.

Section 3

Any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict herewith are to the extent of such
conflict, hereby repealed.

Section 4

If any part of this is held to be invalid, the remaining parts shall remain in force.

Section 5

That this ordinance shall take effect and be in full force when passed, published,
and recorded according to law.
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Passed: [-(2- l? (Second Reading)
[O- Z?'(? (First Reading)
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